170                           CRISIS  IN  CHINA                               xi
Chang's giant American plane, and the departure was
made as expeditious as possible.
The "official" account of Chiang Kai-shek's leave-
taking mentions an impressive ceremony in which
the Generalissimo gravely rebuked Chang Hsueh-
Hang and Yang Hu-cheng, and delivered a notable
homily on the evils of insubordination. This speech,
as copied down in shorthand by Madame Chiang,
ran to several pages. It has already been made a
model text for study in Chinese middle-schools.
But it is difficult to see just where and when such a
speech was delivered. By the most circumstantial
accounts, Chiang Kai-shek did not stay upon the
order of his going. When the party reached the
plane, it is said, the Generalissimo was at first afraid
to enter it, believing that he might be flown to the
Soviet area. But the Young Marshal got in before
him, and Chiang did not delay for courtesies, or to
point any moral.
A well-confirmed report, however, describes the
Generalissimo's parting words more simply and
realistically. "We have both made mistakes in the
past," he said from the plane to Yang Hu-cheng and
the other officials who had accompanied him. "My
own mistakes I freely acknowledge. From the i2th
of December until today, while I was here as a
prisoner, the responsibility for civil war rested with
you. From now on that responsibility is mine. I want
no more civil war in China."
Shortly after four o'clock on that Christinas Day,
the great Boeing plane took off for Loyang bearing the
Generalissimo to safety, and the Young Marshal to an
uncertain future. For Chang Hsueh-liang the release